


SARI was founded in 1997 as a direct response 
to racist attacks in the Dublin area.



SARI is an NGO which uses the power of sport to challenge 
discrimination, promote cultural integration and drive social 

inclusion throughout Ireland.

Working with schools, Direct Provision Centres, refugee and local 
communities SARI delivers anti-discrimination educational 

workshops, intercultural sporting events and a Young Leaders youth 
development and employability programme collectively creating 

opportunities for all.





‘Race’

How many races are there?



‘Race’

There is only one ’race’, the human race. To suggest otherwise is only to 
perpetuate the myth of white superiority.

The classification of humans into superior and inferior beings was 
created to morally justify the enslavement of Africans by white people 

in the pursuit of wealth. 

Did racism cause slavery or did slavery cause racism?











































In 2010 SARI was asked to partner with UNHCR Ireland for the 
inaugural World Refugee Day Fair Play Cup.

War persecution and global upheavals have displaced over 89 million 
people worldwide.

Approximately 50% are children.





Before, during and after the Second World War many 
countries took in Jewish refugees. The Irish Dept. of Justice 

refused to do so in the 1930s and persisted with this attitude 
after the war refusing to take in 100 child survivors of the 

concentration camps. They called Jews:

“A POTENTIAL IRRITANT IN THE BODY POLITIC”



In 1950 the UNHCR was set up to help Europeans who had 
fled their homes.

In 1951 The Refugee Convention was signed by 144 states. An 
agreement not to return people to a country where they face 

threat. 



Programmed refugees:

1956: 530 Hungarians
1973: 123 Chileans

1985: 26 Iranian Bahas
1992: 770 Bosnians

From 2015 to 2019  a total of 3,207 people arrived under the Irish 
Refugee Protection programme



Recent stats on refugee numbers:

55 refugees were resettled to Ireland in the first half of 2021, of 
which 6 were Syrians travelling from Jordan and 19 from Lebanon.

Another 50 people arrived from Greece in September. 



Direct Provision

There are approximately 12,000 adults and children living in more
than 38 Direct Provision Centres across Ireland. 



More recently, due to lack of Direct Provision housing, government 
have taken over hotels with anything from 300 – 600 asylum seekers 

being housed in each hotel
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